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Yersinia pestis in murine macrophages. Journal of Bacteriology 194(3): 653-662. 
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 Meeting Presentations 
 
Kullas, A., McClelland, M., Yang, H.J., Tam, J.W., Torres, A., Porwollik, S., Mena, P., McPhee, J.B., 
Bogomolnaya, L., Andrews-Polymenis, H., and van der Velden, A.W.M. (2012) Salmonella utilize L-
asparaginase II to inhibit the response of mammalian T cells. Gordon Conference on Microbial Toxins and 
Pathogenicity, Waterville Valley, NH July 7 – 13. 
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Novel Codon Pair Deoptimized Influenza Virus Vaccine Candidate. 31st Meeting of the American Society for 
Virology, Madison, WI July 21-25. 
 

 Awards 
 
Alexis Santana is one of 19 graduate students and postdoctoral fellows selected to attend the American 
Society for Microbiology Kadner Institute. The institute will be held July 21 – July 25 at Michigan State 
University and will focus on career opportunities in microbiology, research proposal preparation, scientific 
presentations & communication, effective teaching methods, and the development of professional standards 
in microbiology. 
 
Kai Wu was one of five graduate students selected to receive a Kevin King/John Miller Travel Scholarship 
out of 31 applications. Kai will use the $350 travel award to attend the 2012 International DNA Tumor 
Virus Meeting to be held in Montreal July 16 – 21. 
 
Chen Yang has received an American Society for Virology Student Travel Grant in the amount of $500 to 
attend the 31st annual ASV meeting in Madison, WI. 
 

 Recent Graduates 
 
Congratulations to Matt Hatkoff on his successful dissertation defense on June 1, 2012. Matt’s 
dissertation is titled “Roles of the Chaperone/Usher Pathways of Yersinia pestis in Interactions with Host 
Cells and Virulence”. Matt will continue to work in David Thanassi’s lab for a short period before beginning a 
postdoctoral position with Ken Bradley at UCLA.   
 
Chunling Wang presented her dissertation seminar, “Functional Analysis of the Roles of Poliovirus Protein 
2CATPase in Viral RNA Replication and Encapsidation Using Alanine Scanning Mutagenesis and Yeast Two 
Hybrid Analysis”, on June 19, 2012. Chunling will continue her research as a postdoctoral fellow in Eckard 
Wimmer’s laboratory. 



 
 First-Year Students Join Labs 
 
Lawton Chung/Bliska Lab 
Eve Klajbor/Kew Lab 

 
 Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Eckard Wimmer for having been elected to membership in the National Academies of 
Science.  This great honor is in recognition of his distinguished research career and his scientific 
contributions. 

 
 Save the Date 
 
The 34th annual Department of Molecular Genetics & Microbiology retreat will be held on Friday October 
5th at the Port Jefferson Village Center. All graduate students working in MGM labs are encouraged to 
present a poster at the retreat. 
 
The 6th annual Institute of Chemical Biology & Drug Discovery symposium, “Frontiers in Chemical Biology 
and Drug Discovery” will be held on Friday October 12th at the Charles B. Wang Center. The list of speakers 
may be found at http://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/icbdd/. 
 


